
Waterbeach Parish Council 
Section 106 contributions for off-site open space 
In the words of the Local Government Association “Planning obligations under Section 106 of the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended), commonly known as s106 agreements, are a 

mechanism which make a development proposal acceptable in planning terms, that would not 

otherwise be acceptable. They are focused on site specific mitigation of the impact of development. 

S106 agreements are often referred to as 'developer contributions' along with highway contributions 

and the Community Infrastructure Levy”. 

Although on larger developments the developers are expected to provide some public open space 

within the development, on smaller ones where there are just a few houses the developer can make 

funds available as a replacement for this obligation. Thus Waterbeach Parish Council receives funds 

from developers towards the provision of off-site open space which are essentially based upon a 

tariff outlined in a document produced by South Cambridgeshire District Council entitled “Open 

Space in New Developments Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)” which explains the 

responsibility of developers to provide funds for off-site open space (see 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/sites/www.scambs.gov.uk/files/documents/Open%20Space%20SPD%2

0Adopted%20January%202009.pdf). 

The guidance can be found on page 7 of the SPD and it explains precisely what the funds can be used 

for: 

2.13. The Off-Site Capital Payments may be used for: 

• The acquisition of land or facilities; 

• The laying out and construction of land including sport pitches, facilities and 

equipment for play and / or sport and informal openspace; 

• The improvement or upgrading of land including sports pitches, facilities and /or 

equipment for play or sport and informal openspace. 

2.14. Specific examples of items that may be provided: 

• New grass pitches; 

• Artificial turf pitches, MUGAs, courts and greens and ancillary facilities; 

• Teenager play facilities such ball courts and facilities for wheeled sports; 

• Improvements to pavilions/changing facilities where they are unable to meet demand, 

are of a poor standard, or do not meet safety standards; 

• Car / cycle parking and access routes where no satisfactory alternative provision exists 

and they are necessary to meet adopted highway safety and/or parking standards for 

the facilities and avoid any unacceptable impacts on nearby residents and businesses; 

• Seating, lighting, play equipment, and other similar facilities that enable the safe, 

practical and reasonable use of the open space they serve; 
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• Improvements to the landscaping, planting or layout of spaces to improve the quality 

and amenity of open spaces; 

• Improvements to pitch quality including ground and surface drainage, fencing or safety 

surfacing necessary to enable the facility to meet any relevant adopted standards and at 

an acceptable level and frequency of use. 

As can be seen this list is quite wide and includes both provision of new space and upgrading of 

existing space. Thus the upgrading of the new pavilion clearly fits within the fourth bullet point of 

paragraph 2.14 and the upgrading of play equipment is covered under the third bullet point of 2.13. 

Although the purchase of machinery is not specifically covered in the lists above, the S106 officer at 

SCDC gave very clear advice that this would fit within the same bullet point. Note that the payments 

are not only for sports facilities but include play and informal open space. 

One of the important features of the funds is that they have to be spent within a defined period of 

time. Thus it would seem advantageous if the Council were to look at the funds that have so far been 

received and consider plans to use them for the benefit of our parishioners. 

Michael Williamson – 7/10/14 

 


